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From the Public Works Director’s Desk
Summer Projects - Update
• The water plant SCADA system improvements are 

expected to be completed in the next 30 days.  

• The waste water lift station located at Waterloo is 
going to be have substantial completion this week.   

• City Commission approved the Lead Service Line 
replacement project with Gerber Construction to 
complete the work in the next 30-45 days. 

• City staff have been working on improvements on 
crosswalks near the schools.

• The interior of the Community Pool facility is being 
painted in preparation of the opening next season.   

Hello! My name is Ashley Dunkel and I am one of 
the first faces you see when you walk into City Hall. I 
have worked in the Treasures Office for two and a half 
years as the Finance/Account Clerk and Purchasing 
Agent. My favorite part 
about working in the 
Treasure’s Office is the 
interaction I get to have 
with the community, 
from greeting life-
long residents and 
hearing about how their 
families are doing while 
taking their payments 
or it’s meeting a new 
resident for the first time 
and getting to share 
everything the Big Rapids area has to offer (except 
my good fishing spots) with them. I purchase supplies 
for the City, process accounts payable, prepare 1099 
income tax forms, keep records of bids, generate bid 
awards, take payments for various City services at my 
window, and other various tasks. 

Currently, I am in the process of changing the accounts 
payable system by scanning all vendor information 
(such as W-9s) to their account online. The City has 
thousands of vendors and currently we use binders 
to hold their information. Instead of searching 
through the binders for which vendors need updated 
information, I can set up an alert on their online 
account letting us know when their insurance is about 
to expire. By upgrading this process, it will save time, 
money and resources for the City.  

At the City Commission
Because of the Primary Election held on Tuesday, 
August 4, 2020, the City Commission meeting was 
rescheduled from August 3 to August 10. 
Next Monday, August 10, the City Commission will 
hold a virtual meeting, accessible to the public by 
calling the number on the agenda. 
Some items on the August 10, 2020 Agenda 
include a Study Session about the Tree Inventory 
and several items of General Business:
• Awarding bids for several projects, 
• Accepting two Mecosta County Community 

Foundation grants for improvements to 
Hemlock Park and the Riverwalk, and

• Mayoral Appointments to Boards and 
Commissions, plus several other items.

Commission meetings are always open to the 
public. You are welcome to join on the 1st and 3rd 
Monday of the month at 6:30 PM by calling in.

Meet and Greet: 
Ashley Dunkel, Finance/Account 
Clerk and Purchasing Agent



I was raised mostly in Paris. Like most kids with 
divorced parents, I moved around a bit but never too 
far from home. Once I graduated, I knew I wanted to 
move back to the Big Rapids area. While attending 
Ferris State University, I worked as a Park Ranger for 
Mecosta County Parks. I was a Ranger at Brower Park 
for three seasons and I still visit frequently. When I’m 
not at work I am usually fishing. Panfish and bass are 
my favorite, but I’m happy with anything. Except a 
dogfish… I’ll pass on that. I’m engaged to my high 
school sweetheart Nick. We recently purchased 
an 1890’s Farmhouse in Hersey and are having fun 
remodeling. We have a small farm with dreams of 
expanding in the future. 

Big Rapids has always felt like home with many 
generations of my family here. My great grandfather, 
Emery Toth, was the City Manager in 1940! It is an 
awesome feeling knowing I’m walking down the same 
halls as he did.

By the Numbers: 07/20 - 08/02
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 1,216 Total Passengers
• 1,216 Demand Response Passengers
• 207 Adult Riders and 70 Child Riders
• 939 Senior or Disabled Riders
• 0 Ferris Shuttle Riders 

Meet and Greet continued.

Ashley and her fiance Nick

Big Rapids Community Library
The Library is open to the public. You are welcome 
to stop by to browse for materials or access 
technology. Curbside pickup is also still available 
for those who prefer to keep their distance. Don’t 
forget about the programs you can use on your 
computer or mobile device to read ebooks, listen to 
audiobooks (Libby and RBDigital), or stream movies 
(Kanopy).

The Friends of the Library will be hosting a Used 
Book Sale every Saturday in August from 11AM to 
2PM. Stop by to pick up some gently used books for 
your family.

Summer reading is going on now! Check the 
Library website for many more resources.
Visit the Library website www.bigrapidslibrary.org 
to learn more or access your Library account.

August 4, 2020 Election - Update
The Primary Election held on Tuesday, August 4 looked 
a bit different than usual, but went well. All three 
City precincts were open, and had a total of 435 walk 
in voters. The new Absentee Voter Counting Board 
processed the 738 returned Absentee Ballots. This is a 
total of 1,173 votes cast in the City, 23% of registered 
voters. 

City voters overwhelming supported the 911 Surcharge 
Renewal, with 254 Yes votes to 90 No votes. Brian Miller 
was the top Sheriff Candidate with 175 votes, to James 
Taylor’s 116 votes, with Solis and Christensen receiving 
37 and 22 respectively. 

Many thanks to all the poll workers who made this 
election possible.

Ashley and a freshly  caught bass.


